
 

READ THIS FIRST 

The Gospel of Mark: The King and His Kingdom 
 

Note from Pastor Luke Simmons 

 The mission of Second Mile Church is to “embody Jesus’ mission and message 

in every place that God sends us.” The Bible refers to the followers of Jesus as his 

“ambassadors” (2 Cor 5:20) and expects us to faithfully represent him to the world. 

In order to faithfully live out this mission we must grow intimately familiar with who 

Jesus is and what he has done. Thus, it makes sense to have our first weekly study 

focus on the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, as described in the Gos-

pel of Mark.  

 Though this series, “The King and His Kingdom,” will not be an exhaustive study 

of the person of Jesus, we will become thoroughly acquainted with his message, 

mission, attitude and actions. Not only will we see Jesus in action, but we’ll also get 

a glimpse of what life looks like in Jesus’ Kingdom. Mark is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, 

action-packed book and we will spend fourteen weeks examining the highlights of 

his account.  

 This study guide, designed for individual study or for use in Community Groups, 

is intended to help us dive deeper into the Scripture and apply the things we learn. 

The Bible calls us to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22). These 

study guides are designed to help us not just hear the word on Sunday, but put it 

into practice Monday through Saturday.  

 My prayer for this series is that God will use it to deepen your love for Jesus. 

Whether you are just beginning to explore what it would be like to follow Christ or 

you’ve trusted him for a long time, my hope is that your heart would be delighted 

by his majesty, power, humility, trustworthiness, sacrifice and victory. Only as we 

grow satisfied in Jesus will we be able to bring his love and grace to our hurting 

world. 

 

Because the Tomb is Empty, 

 

Luke Simmons 

Lead Pastor 

The Format 

 Each study begins with a key verse that summarizes the truth found in the en-

tire section. These key verses, if memorized, would allow you to learn the big ideas 

found in Mark’s Gospel. Then there is an introduction to the passage that you can 

use for review or, if you miss a Sunday, you can track with us wherever we are. Next 

are some questions for investigation (getting into the text) and implication (ap-

plying these truths to daily life).  Each study concludes with a section on other is-

sues, which expand on any other issues or questions raised by the passage that we 

may not take time to cover during the sermon. 

 

Suggestions for Individuals 

• Before you begin, pray that God would open your eyes to see what he is say-

ing in the Bible and give you the spiritual strength to do something about it. 

• Work through the study and write out answers to the questions. 

• Resist any temptation to skip over the implication section. It is important to 

ponder how the truths apply to your life. Though these questions are some-

times penetrating and difficult, they are designed to help you think seriously 

about your life. 

• Take what opportunities you can to share with others about what you’ve 

learned and how you’d like your life to change as a result. 

 

Suggestions for Community Groups 

• It is recommended that you study the passage after it has been preached. 

This way you can discuss the issues raised by the sermon as well as the study 

itself. 

• In your time together as a community, focus on the implications for your 

lives individually and as a group. Share with one another how you sense God 

calling you to change, pray for one another about these things, and invite 

one another to encourage you and hold you accountable to apply the truth. 

• In your time together as a community, use this guide as a launching point for 

discussion and care for one another. Resist the urge to try to discuss every 

question or “get through the material.” 

 

Questions or Comments? 

 If you have feedback or questions about the series or studies, please feel free to 

email them to info@secondmilechurch.com. 



 

 

Week 13 

KINGDOM ACHIEVED 

Mark 15:1-41 
 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, 

saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this 

man was the Son of God!” 

(Mark 15:38-39, ESV) 

 

Introduction 

 Early in our study of Mark, we noted that this account of Jesus’ ministry was 

action-packed and focused more on the doings than the teachings or sayings of 

Christ. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than the passage before us. If you have 

a Bible with Jesus’ words in red, you’ll notice that this is a very black chapter. Only 

two places do we see Jesus speak. As Isaiah had prophesied more than 700 years 

earlier, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so 

he opened not his mouth” (emphasis added). Why is he quiet? Why isn’t he speaking 

up about the injustice of it all? 

 For one thing, Jesus has laid down his desires and surrendered his will to the 

Father (14:36). He is mind is made up. He will carry this task through. He will die as a 

substitute, bearing the punishment for sin for every person who would ever trust in 

him and doing what he said he’d come to do: “For even the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (10:45). 

 But there was more to Jesus’ focus on his mission than just strong willpower. 

Jesus was driven to the cross by joy. Hebrews 12:2 makes it clear: “For the joy that 

was set before him [he] endured the cross.” What was the joy before him? It was 

being reunited with his Father having successfully redeemed the people God had 

sent him for. His death would secure life for the people he loved. 

 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  

Investigation  

 Read Mark 15:1-41. 

 

1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 

18, 26) and “King of Israel” is used once (15:32). What was Mark trying to 

emphasize by repeating these phrases? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered up Jesus “out of envy” 

(15:10) and that Jesus had done no evil (10:14), why did he still decide to 

crucify him? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of Jesus’ cry, “My God, my God, why have you for-

saken me?” 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Verses 38-39 describe two things that happened after Jesus’ died: the tem-

ple curtain was torn in two and the centurion became convinced that Jesus 

was the Son of God. Why did Mark include these two things? 

 



WEEK 13: Kingdom Achieved (15:1-41) 

 39 

Implication 

 

5. This account describes Jesus being mocked in a variety of ways. In what 

ways does the world mock Christ and his people today, and how should we 

respond to it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What emotions do you feel as you read this account of Jesus’ death? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. How can Jesus’ cry (15:34) help you when you feel alone and forsaken 

(even by God)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Though the cross demonstrates to us how intensely committed Jesus is to 

us, we are often half-hearted and/or uncommitted to him. How can the 

truth of the cross impact your devotion to Jesus and his mission? 

 

Other Issues 

Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? Who killed him? 

 The trial of Jesus as recorded here has been used wrongly by both 1) Gentiles 

who want to blame the Jewish race for the death of Jesus and 2) Jewish writers who 

want to blame the gospels for anti-Semitism. But an anti-Semitic reading of the text 

(for either motive) cannot be supported. Here are some responses. 

 First, if we read the gospel accounts fully, we see that both Jews and Gentiles 

were involved in the death of Jesus. The account of Mark shows that the religious 

leaders among the Jews, the Roman authorities, and even the foolishness and cow-

ardice of his own disciples — all contribute to the injustice and death of Jesus. Both 

Pilate and the religious leaders are spoken of as “handing Jesus over to death.” The 

Romans actually supervised and carried out the execution itself. 

 Second, the NT writers can’t be reasonably labeled ‘anti-Semitic’ since they 

were all Jews. They would have had no motive for arousing anti-Jewish attitudes 

among Gentile readers. That would have only created problems for them! In the 

gospels, it is Jews who believe in him as well as Jews who convict him. Those who 

were most complicit in Jesus’ death are blamed spiritually as religious leaders — 

not racially as Jewish people — for their role. 

 Third, every Christian reader can see from this gospel narrative that Jesus had 

every opportunity to escape death, but that he had to die because of our sins. Thus 

believers know that ultimately we are the ones responsible for putting Jesus on the 

cross. The Bible both implicitly and explicitly tells us that all humankind is hostile to 

God and his son. We are all “enemies” (cf. Romans 5:10 and context). We are not 

neutral or indifferent to God, but our hearts are filled with natural “enmity” (Romans 

8:4). We react in anger toward the God who claims absolute rights over us. The 

death of Christ is the result of humanity’s hostility to Christ, not the result of any one 

racial group’s actions.28 

 

                                                                    
28 Timothy J. Keller, The Gospel of Mark Study Guide, 200-201. 
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found in Mark’s Gospel. Then there is an introduction to the passage that you can 

use for review or, if you miss a Sunday, you can track with us wherever we are. Next 

are some questions for investigation (getting into the text) and implication (ap-

plying these truths to daily life).  Each study concludes with a section on other is-

sues, which expand on any other issues or questions raised by the passage that we 

may not take time to cover during the sermon. 

 

Suggestions for Individuals 

• Before you begin, pray that God would open your eyes to see what he is say-

ing in the Bible and give you the spiritual strength to do something about it. 

• Work through the study and write out answers to the questions. 

• Resist any temptation to skip over the implication section. It is important to 

ponder how the truths apply to your life. Though these questions are some-

times penetrating and difficult, they are designed to help you think seriously 

about your life. 

• Take what opportunities you can to share with others about what you’ve 

learned and how you’d like your life to change as a result. 

 

Suggestions for Community Groups 

• It is recommended that you study the passage after it has been preached. 

This way you can discuss the issues raised by the sermon as well as the study 

itself. 

• In your time together as a community, focus on the implications for your 

lives individually and as a group. Share with one another how you sense God 

calling you to change, pray for one another about these things, and invite 

one another to encourage you and hold you accountable to apply the truth. 

• In your time together as a community, use this guide as a launching point for 

discussion and care for one another. Resist the urge to try to discuss every 

question or “get through the material.” 

 

Questions or Comments? 

 If you have feedback or questions about the series or studies, please feel free to 

email them to info@secondmilechurch.com. 



 

 

Week 13 

KINGDOM ACHIEVED 

Mark 15:1-41 
 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, 

saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this 

man was the Son of God!” 

(Mark 15:38-39, ESV) 

 

Introduction 

 Early in our study of Mark, we noted that this account of Jesus’ ministry was 

action-packed and focused more on the doings than the teachings or sayings of 

Christ. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than the passage before us. If you have 

a Bible with Jesus’ words in red, you’ll notice that this is a very black chapter. Only 

two places do we see Jesus speak. As Isaiah had prophesied more than 700 years 

earlier, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so 

he opened not his mouth” (emphasis added). Why is he quiet? Why isn’t he speaking 

up about the injustice of it all? 

 For one thing, Jesus has laid down his desires and surrendered his will to the 

Father (14:36). He is mind is made up. He will carry this task through. He will die as a 

substitute, bearing the punishment for sin for every person who would ever trust in 

him and doing what he said he’d come to do: “For even the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (10:45). 

 But there was more to Jesus’ focus on his mission than just strong willpower. 

Jesus was driven to the cross by joy. Hebrews 12:2 makes it clear: “For the joy that 

was set before him [he] endured the cross.” What was the joy before him? It was 

being reunited with his Father having successfully redeemed the people God had 

sent him for. His death would secure life for the people he loved. 

 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  

Investigation  

 Read Mark 15:1-41. 

 

1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 

18, 26) and “King of Israel” is used once (15:32). What was Mark trying to 

emphasize by repeating these phrases? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered up Jesus “out of envy” 

(15:10) and that Jesus had done no evil (10:14), why did he still decide to 

crucify him? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of Jesus’ cry, “My God, my God, why have you for-

saken me?” 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Verses 38-39 describe two things that happened after Jesus’ died: the tem-

ple curtain was torn in two and the centurion became convinced that Jesus 

was the Son of God. Why did Mark include these two things? 
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Implication 

 

5. This account describes Jesus being mocked in a variety of ways. In what 

ways does the world mock Christ and his people today, and how should we 

respond to it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What emotions do you feel as you read this account of Jesus’ death? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. How can Jesus’ cry (15:34) help you when you feel alone and forsaken 

(even by God)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Though the cross demonstrates to us how intensely committed Jesus is to 

us, we are often half-hearted and/or uncommitted to him. How can the 

truth of the cross impact your devotion to Jesus and his mission? 

 

Other Issues 

Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? Who killed him? 

 The trial of Jesus as recorded here has been used wrongly by both 1) Gentiles 

who want to blame the Jewish race for the death of Jesus and 2) Jewish writers who 

want to blame the gospels for anti-Semitism. But an anti-Semitic reading of the text 

(for either motive) cannot be supported. Here are some responses. 

 First, if we read the gospel accounts fully, we see that both Jews and Gentiles 

were involved in the death of Jesus. The account of Mark shows that the religious 

leaders among the Jews, the Roman authorities, and even the foolishness and cow-

ardice of his own disciples — all contribute to the injustice and death of Jesus. Both 

Pilate and the religious leaders are spoken of as “handing Jesus over to death.” The 

Romans actually supervised and carried out the execution itself. 

 Second, the NT writers can’t be reasonably labeled ‘anti-Semitic’ since they 

were all Jews. They would have had no motive for arousing anti-Jewish attitudes 

among Gentile readers. That would have only created problems for them! In the 

gospels, it is Jews who believe in him as well as Jews who convict him. Those who 

were most complicit in Jesus’ death are blamed spiritually as religious leaders — 

not racially as Jewish people — for their role. 

 Third, every Christian reader can see from this gospel narrative that Jesus had 

every opportunity to escape death, but that he had to die because of our sins. Thus 

believers know that ultimately we are the ones responsible for putting Jesus on the 

cross. The Bible both implicitly and explicitly tells us that all humankind is hostile to 

God and his son. We are all “enemies” (cf. Romans 5:10 and context). We are not 

neutral or indifferent to God, but our hearts are filled with natural “enmity” (Romans 

8:4). We react in anger toward the God who claims absolute rights over us. The 

death of Christ is the result of humanity’s hostility to Christ, not the result of any one 

racial group’s actions.28 

 

                                                                    
28 Timothy J. Keller, The Gospel of Mark Study Guide, 200-201. 
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a glimpse of what life looks like in Jesus’ Kingdom. Mark is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, 
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 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  
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1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 

18, 26) and “King of Israel” is used once (15:32). What was Mark trying to 
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2. If Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered up Jesus “out of envy” 

(15:10) and that Jesus had done no evil (10:14), why did he still decide to 
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8. Though the cross demonstrates to us how intensely committed Jesus is to 
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truth of the cross impact your devotion to Jesus and his mission? 
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were involved in the death of Jesus. The account of Mark shows that the religious 

leaders among the Jews, the Roman authorities, and even the foolishness and cow-

ardice of his own disciples — all contribute to the injustice and death of Jesus. Both 

Pilate and the religious leaders are spoken of as “handing Jesus over to death.” The 

Romans actually supervised and carried out the execution itself. 

 Second, the NT writers can’t be reasonably labeled ‘anti-Semitic’ since they 

were all Jews. They would have had no motive for arousing anti-Jewish attitudes 

among Gentile readers. That would have only created problems for them! In the 

gospels, it is Jews who believe in him as well as Jews who convict him. Those who 

were most complicit in Jesus’ death are blamed spiritually as religious leaders — 

not racially as Jewish people — for their role. 

 Third, every Christian reader can see from this gospel narrative that Jesus had 

every opportunity to escape death, but that he had to die because of our sins. Thus 

believers know that ultimately we are the ones responsible for putting Jesus on the 

cross. The Bible both implicitly and explicitly tells us that all humankind is hostile to 

God and his son. We are all “enemies” (cf. Romans 5:10 and context). We are not 

neutral or indifferent to God, but our hearts are filled with natural “enmity” (Romans 

8:4). We react in anger toward the God who claims absolute rights over us. The 

death of Christ is the result of humanity’s hostility to Christ, not the result of any one 

racial group’s actions.28 

 

                                                                    
28 Timothy J. Keller, The Gospel of Mark Study Guide, 200-201. 



 

READ THIS FIRST 

The Gospel of Mark: The King and His Kingdom 
 

Note from Pastor Luke Simmons 

 The mission of Second Mile Church is to “embody Jesus’ mission and message 

in every place that God sends us.” The Bible refers to the followers of Jesus as his 

“ambassadors” (2 Cor 5:20) and expects us to faithfully represent him to the world. 

In order to faithfully live out this mission we must grow intimately familiar with who 

Jesus is and what he has done. Thus, it makes sense to have our first weekly study 

focus on the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, as described in the Gos-

pel of Mark.  

 Though this series, “The King and His Kingdom,” will not be an exhaustive study 

of the person of Jesus, we will become thoroughly acquainted with his message, 

mission, attitude and actions. Not only will we see Jesus in action, but we’ll also get 

a glimpse of what life looks like in Jesus’ Kingdom. Mark is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, 

action-packed book and we will spend fourteen weeks examining the highlights of 

his account.  

 This study guide, designed for individual study or for use in Community Groups, 

is intended to help us dive deeper into the Scripture and apply the things we learn. 

The Bible calls us to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22). These 

study guides are designed to help us not just hear the word on Sunday, but put it 

into practice Monday through Saturday.  

 My prayer for this series is that God will use it to deepen your love for Jesus. 

Whether you are just beginning to explore what it would be like to follow Christ or 

you’ve trusted him for a long time, my hope is that your heart would be delighted 

by his majesty, power, humility, trustworthiness, sacrifice and victory. Only as we 

grow satisfied in Jesus will we be able to bring his love and grace to our hurting 

world. 

 

Because the Tomb is Empty, 

 

Luke Simmons 

Lead Pastor 

The Format 

 Each study begins with a key verse that summarizes the truth found in the en-

tire section. These key verses, if memorized, would allow you to learn the big ideas 

found in Mark’s Gospel. Then there is an introduction to the passage that you can 

use for review or, if you miss a Sunday, you can track with us wherever we are. Next 

are some questions for investigation (getting into the text) and implication (ap-
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was set before him [he] endured the cross.” What was the joy before him? It was 

being reunited with his Father having successfully redeemed the people God had 

sent him for. His death would secure life for the people he loved. 

 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  

Investigation  

 Read Mark 15:1-41. 

 

1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 
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one another to encourage you and hold you accountable to apply the truth. 

• In your time together as a community, use this guide as a launching point for 

discussion and care for one another. Resist the urge to try to discuss every 

question or “get through the material.” 

 

Questions or Comments? 

 If you have feedback or questions about the series or studies, please feel free to 

email them to info@secondmilechurch.com. 



 

 

Week 13 

KINGDOM ACHIEVED 

Mark 15:1-41 
 

And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, 

saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this 

man was the Son of God!” 

(Mark 15:38-39, ESV) 

 

Introduction 

 Early in our study of Mark, we noted that this account of Jesus’ ministry was 

action-packed and focused more on the doings than the teachings or sayings of 

Christ. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than the passage before us. If you have 

a Bible with Jesus’ words in red, you’ll notice that this is a very black chapter. Only 

two places do we see Jesus speak. As Isaiah had prophesied more than 700 years 

earlier, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so 

he opened not his mouth” (emphasis added). Why is he quiet? Why isn’t he speaking 

up about the injustice of it all? 

 For one thing, Jesus has laid down his desires and surrendered his will to the 

Father (14:36). He is mind is made up. He will carry this task through. He will die as a 

substitute, bearing the punishment for sin for every person who would ever trust in 

him and doing what he said he’d come to do: “For even the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (10:45). 

 But there was more to Jesus’ focus on his mission than just strong willpower. 

Jesus was driven to the cross by joy. Hebrews 12:2 makes it clear: “For the joy that 

was set before him [he] endured the cross.” What was the joy before him? It was 

being reunited with his Father having successfully redeemed the people God had 

sent him for. His death would secure life for the people he loved. 

 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  

Investigation  

 Read Mark 15:1-41. 

 

1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 

18, 26) and “King of Israel” is used once (15:32). What was Mark trying to 

emphasize by repeating these phrases? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered up Jesus “out of envy” 

(15:10) and that Jesus had done no evil (10:14), why did he still decide to 

crucify him? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of Jesus’ cry, “My God, my God, why have you for-

saken me?” 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Verses 38-39 describe two things that happened after Jesus’ died: the tem-

ple curtain was torn in two and the centurion became convinced that Jesus 

was the Son of God. Why did Mark include these two things? 
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Implication 

 

5. This account describes Jesus being mocked in a variety of ways. In what 

ways does the world mock Christ and his people today, and how should we 

respond to it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What emotions do you feel as you read this account of Jesus’ death? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. How can Jesus’ cry (15:34) help you when you feel alone and forsaken 

(even by God)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Though the cross demonstrates to us how intensely committed Jesus is to 

us, we are often half-hearted and/or uncommitted to him. How can the 

truth of the cross impact your devotion to Jesus and his mission? 

 

Other Issues 

Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? Who killed him? 

 The trial of Jesus as recorded here has been used wrongly by both 1) Gentiles 

who want to blame the Jewish race for the death of Jesus and 2) Jewish writers who 

want to blame the gospels for anti-Semitism. But an anti-Semitic reading of the text 

(for either motive) cannot be supported. Here are some responses. 

 First, if we read the gospel accounts fully, we see that both Jews and Gentiles 

were involved in the death of Jesus. The account of Mark shows that the religious 

leaders among the Jews, the Roman authorities, and even the foolishness and cow-

ardice of his own disciples — all contribute to the injustice and death of Jesus. Both 

Pilate and the religious leaders are spoken of as “handing Jesus over to death.” The 

Romans actually supervised and carried out the execution itself. 

 Second, the NT writers can’t be reasonably labeled ‘anti-Semitic’ since they 

were all Jews. They would have had no motive for arousing anti-Jewish attitudes 

among Gentile readers. That would have only created problems for them! In the 

gospels, it is Jews who believe in him as well as Jews who convict him. Those who 

were most complicit in Jesus’ death are blamed spiritually as religious leaders — 

not racially as Jewish people — for their role. 

 Third, every Christian reader can see from this gospel narrative that Jesus had 

every opportunity to escape death, but that he had to die because of our sins. Thus 

believers know that ultimately we are the ones responsible for putting Jesus on the 

cross. The Bible both implicitly and explicitly tells us that all humankind is hostile to 

God and his son. We are all “enemies” (cf. Romans 5:10 and context). We are not 

neutral or indifferent to God, but our hearts are filled with natural “enmity” (Romans 

8:4). We react in anger toward the God who claims absolute rights over us. The 

death of Christ is the result of humanity’s hostility to Christ, not the result of any one 

racial group’s actions.28 

 

                                                                    
28 Timothy J. Keller, The Gospel of Mark Study Guide, 200-201. 
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Note from Pastor Luke Simmons 

 The mission of Second Mile Church is to “embody Jesus’ mission and message 

in every place that God sends us.” The Bible refers to the followers of Jesus as his 

“ambassadors” (2 Cor 5:20) and expects us to faithfully represent him to the world. 

In order to faithfully live out this mission we must grow intimately familiar with who 

Jesus is and what he has done. Thus, it makes sense to have our first weekly study 

focus on the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus, as described in the Gos-

pel of Mark.  

 Though this series, “The King and His Kingdom,” will not be an exhaustive study 

of the person of Jesus, we will become thoroughly acquainted with his message, 

mission, attitude and actions. Not only will we see Jesus in action, but we’ll also get 

a glimpse of what life looks like in Jesus’ Kingdom. Mark is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, 

action-packed book and we will spend fourteen weeks examining the highlights of 

his account.  

 This study guide, designed for individual study or for use in Community Groups, 

is intended to help us dive deeper into the Scripture and apply the things we learn. 

The Bible calls us to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22). These 

study guides are designed to help us not just hear the word on Sunday, but put it 
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Whether you are just beginning to explore what it would be like to follow Christ or 

you’ve trusted him for a long time, my hope is that your heart would be delighted 
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Because the Tomb is Empty, 

 

Luke Simmons 

Lead Pastor 

The Format 
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tire section. These key verses, if memorized, would allow you to learn the big ideas 
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• It is recommended that you study the passage after it has been preached. 

This way you can discuss the issues raised by the sermon as well as the study 
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• In your time together as a community, focus on the implications for your 

lives individually and as a group. Share with one another how you sense God 

calling you to change, pray for one another about these things, and invite 

one another to encourage you and hold you accountable to apply the truth. 

• In your time together as a community, use this guide as a launching point for 

discussion and care for one another. Resist the urge to try to discuss every 
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sent him for. His death would secure life for the people he loved. 

 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  

Investigation  

 Read Mark 15:1-41. 

 

1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 

18, 26) and “King of Israel” is used once (15:32). What was Mark trying to 

emphasize by repeating these phrases? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered up Jesus “out of envy” 

(15:10) and that Jesus had done no evil (10:14), why did he still decide to 

crucify him? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of Jesus’ cry, “My God, my God, why have you for-
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4. Verses 38-39 describe two things that happened after Jesus’ died: the tem-

ple curtain was torn in two and the centurion became convinced that Jesus 

was the Son of God. Why did Mark include these two things? 
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7. How can Jesus’ cry (15:34) help you when you feel alone and forsaken 
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8. Though the cross demonstrates to us how intensely committed Jesus is to 

us, we are often half-hearted and/or uncommitted to him. How can the 

truth of the cross impact your devotion to Jesus and his mission? 

 

Other Issues 

Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? Who killed him? 

 The trial of Jesus as recorded here has been used wrongly by both 1) Gentiles 

who want to blame the Jewish race for the death of Jesus and 2) Jewish writers who 

want to blame the gospels for anti-Semitism. But an anti-Semitic reading of the text 

(for either motive) cannot be supported. Here are some responses. 

 First, if we read the gospel accounts fully, we see that both Jews and Gentiles 

were involved in the death of Jesus. The account of Mark shows that the religious 

leaders among the Jews, the Roman authorities, and even the foolishness and cow-

ardice of his own disciples — all contribute to the injustice and death of Jesus. Both 

Pilate and the religious leaders are spoken of as “handing Jesus over to death.” The 

Romans actually supervised and carried out the execution itself. 

 Second, the NT writers can’t be reasonably labeled ‘anti-Semitic’ since they 

were all Jews. They would have had no motive for arousing anti-Jewish attitudes 

among Gentile readers. That would have only created problems for them! In the 

gospels, it is Jews who believe in him as well as Jews who convict him. Those who 

were most complicit in Jesus’ death are blamed spiritually as religious leaders — 

not racially as Jewish people — for their role. 

 Third, every Christian reader can see from this gospel narrative that Jesus had 

every opportunity to escape death, but that he had to die because of our sins. Thus 

believers know that ultimately we are the ones responsible for putting Jesus on the 

cross. The Bible both implicitly and explicitly tells us that all humankind is hostile to 

God and his son. We are all “enemies” (cf. Romans 5:10 and context). We are not 

neutral or indifferent to God, but our hearts are filled with natural “enmity” (Romans 

8:4). We react in anger toward the God who claims absolute rights over us. The 

death of Christ is the result of humanity’s hostility to Christ, not the result of any one 

racial group’s actions.28 
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a Bible with Jesus’ words in red, you’ll notice that this is a very black chapter. Only 

two places do we see Jesus speak. As Isaiah had prophesied more than 700 years 

earlier, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so 

he opened not his mouth” (emphasis added). Why is he quiet? Why isn’t he speaking 

up about the injustice of it all? 

 For one thing, Jesus has laid down his desires and surrendered his will to the 

Father (14:36). He is mind is made up. He will carry this task through. He will die as a 

substitute, bearing the punishment for sin for every person who would ever trust in 

him and doing what he said he’d come to do: “For even the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (10:45). 

 But there was more to Jesus’ focus on his mission than just strong willpower. 

Jesus was driven to the cross by joy. Hebrews 12:2 makes it clear: “For the joy that 

was set before him [he] endured the cross.” What was the joy before him? It was 

being reunited with his Father having successfully redeemed the people God had 

sent him for. His death would secure life for the people he loved. 

 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  
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1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 

18, 26) and “King of Israel” is used once (15:32). What was Mark trying to 
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2. If Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered up Jesus “out of envy” 

(15:10) and that Jesus had done no evil (10:14), why did he still decide to 

crucify him? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of Jesus’ cry, “My God, my God, why have you for-
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Father (14:36). He is mind is made up. He will carry this task through. He will die as a 

substitute, bearing the punishment for sin for every person who would ever trust in 

him and doing what he said he’d come to do: “For even the Son of Man came not to 

be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (10:45). 

 But there was more to Jesus’ focus on his mission than just strong willpower. 

Jesus was driven to the cross by joy. Hebrews 12:2 makes it clear: “For the joy that 

was set before him [he] endured the cross.” What was the joy before him? It was 

being reunited with his Father having successfully redeemed the people God had 

sent him for. His death would secure life for the people he loved. 

 Not only does this give us encouragement about how much the Savior loves us, 

but it also reminds us how we are to endure as we follow Jesus in the way of the 

Cross (8:34). If we can keep our eyes on the hope set before us—being in the joyful 

presence of King Jesus—we can have the hope to keep going strong, confident that 

Jesus was forsaken so that we never will be.  

Investigation  

 Read Mark 15:1-41. 

 

1. The phrase “King of the Jews” is used five times in these verses (15:2, 9, 12, 

18, 26) and “King of Israel” is used once (15:32). What was Mark trying to 

emphasize by repeating these phrases? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If Pilate knew that the chief priests had delivered up Jesus “out of envy” 

(15:10) and that Jesus had done no evil (10:14), why did he still decide to 

crucify him? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the significance of Jesus’ cry, “My God, my God, why have you for-

saken me?” 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Verses 38-39 describe two things that happened after Jesus’ died: the tem-

ple curtain was torn in two and the centurion became convinced that Jesus 

was the Son of God. Why did Mark include these two things? 
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Implication 

 

5. This account describes Jesus being mocked in a variety of ways. In what 

ways does the world mock Christ and his people today, and how should we 

respond to it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What emotions do you feel as you read this account of Jesus’ death? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. How can Jesus’ cry (15:34) help you when you feel alone and forsaken 

(even by God)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Though the cross demonstrates to us how intensely committed Jesus is to 

us, we are often half-hearted and/or uncommitted to him. How can the 

truth of the cross impact your devotion to Jesus and his mission? 

 

Other Issues 

Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? Who killed him? 

 The trial of Jesus as recorded here has been used wrongly by both 1) Gentiles 

who want to blame the Jewish race for the death of Jesus and 2) Jewish writers who 

want to blame the gospels for anti-Semitism. But an anti-Semitic reading of the text 

(for either motive) cannot be supported. Here are some responses. 

 First, if we read the gospel accounts fully, we see that both Jews and Gentiles 

were involved in the death of Jesus. The account of Mark shows that the religious 

leaders among the Jews, the Roman authorities, and even the foolishness and cow-

ardice of his own disciples — all contribute to the injustice and death of Jesus. Both 

Pilate and the religious leaders are spoken of as “handing Jesus over to death.” The 

Romans actually supervised and carried out the execution itself. 

 Second, the NT writers can’t be reasonably labeled ‘anti-Semitic’ since they 

were all Jews. They would have had no motive for arousing anti-Jewish attitudes 

among Gentile readers. That would have only created problems for them! In the 

gospels, it is Jews who believe in him as well as Jews who convict him. Those who 

were most complicit in Jesus’ death are blamed spiritually as religious leaders — 

not racially as Jewish people — for their role. 

 Third, every Christian reader can see from this gospel narrative that Jesus had 

every opportunity to escape death, but that he had to die because of our sins. Thus 

believers know that ultimately we are the ones responsible for putting Jesus on the 

cross. The Bible both implicitly and explicitly tells us that all humankind is hostile to 

God and his son. We are all “enemies” (cf. Romans 5:10 and context). We are not 

neutral or indifferent to God, but our hearts are filled with natural “enmity” (Romans 

8:4). We react in anger toward the God who claims absolute rights over us. The 

death of Christ is the result of humanity’s hostility to Christ, not the result of any one 

racial group’s actions.28 

 

                                                                    
28 Timothy J. Keller, The Gospel of Mark Study Guide, 200-201. 


